
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of Chester-le-Street Ramblers Group held on 6th. Jan. 2011 at 7.30pm at the Chester le
Street Golf Club.

Number of members present: 25 plus 10 guests from Sunderland Rambling Group.

Apologies were received from Hilary Stout, Stan Rodham, Kath Nixon, Bernice Black and Muriel Goode.

Opening Statement by Chairperson Irene Bell.
Irene welcomed those present and encouraged people to join the committee in any role possible.  She extended a greeting to the
guests from Sunderland.

The minutes of the previous AGM (2010) were circulated, read and accepted as a true record.

Matters arising from the minutes: none

Chairperson's Report. (Irene Bell).

1) Irene reported on the variety of walks, the weather, and the number of social occasions throughout the year.
2) The map reading course had been cancelled by bad weather but had been re -scheduled for Spring 2011.
3) Irene then thanked all members of the committees for their hard work.
4) She also thanked those members of the Ramblers who regularly supported the group and attended the walks.

Secretary’s Report. (Bryan Stout).
1. Bryan reported that the membership has fallen, in line with National trends. It is presently 91. There is a new way of

calculating numbers.  People who have not paid within two months of their renewal date are automatically taken off the
membership list. New members are needed, in view of this decline.

2. Volunteers are definitely required for committee positions, especially the social committee.
3. There has been little correspondence from H.Q. apart from appeals for new membership drives and volunteers for a variety

of projects such as winter walks and co -operation with N.H.S.  Most correspondence with H.Q. is now via e -mails and
internet.

4. Enquiries had been made to H.Q. about a query raised by Alan Hedley about Corporate Manslaughter.  H.Q.assures local
groups that this aspect of insurance is fully covered.

5. Bryan once again said that he was looking for a replacement secretary.
6. The idea that Stan Rodham, because of his long service, be elected as an honorary co -opted member was put forward and

accepted.

Treasurer’s Report. (Bob Moat)

1. Bob presented a working balance of £124.06.

Footpaths Secretary’s Report. (David Middleton)

David reported that.
1. The definitive map for footpaths is now available online.
2. The county footpath maintenance schedule and complaints procedure and information is now on the county computer

system and can be accessed online.
3. Budget restraints, as yet unknown, may make a big impact on footpath maintenance.
4. David informed people that he would not be standing for re -election and that Steve Dixon has put his name forward for the

office.  Steve has been helping David throughout the year.

Walks Co -coordinator’s Report. (Bill Fairnington)

1. Bill thanked all walks leaders. for their support and expertise, particularly Jon Davison for his help throughout the year.
2. Bad weather had forced two cancellations.
3. After discussion it was decided to leave the coach trips to 3 per year.
4. Walks attendance is down, partially due to the weather.



Social Committee report. (Val Moat)

1. Val presented a full list of the many social events which had taken place, varying from a Christmas meal which 60 people
attended, to an exploration and guided tour in the tunnels underneath Newcastle.

2. Val pointed out that although we have had a successful social year there have been times when this has only been possible
because of support from the bowls club.

3. Val thanked everybody who had helped.

Any Other Business

Audrey Watson once again appealed for members to become involved in promoting walks in the Chester -le -Street district.
She also pointed out that we should consider a stricter adherence to the walks etiquette.

Election of Officers.

Resignations were received from David Middleton and Alan Hedley.  Steven Dixon volunteered for the position of Footpaths
Officer and David Middleton volunteered for the position of Auditor.  Both were unopposed.

The following officers were -elected unopposed: - Chairperson. Irene Bell
Secretary.  Bryan Stout.
Treasurer.  Bob Moat.
Auditors.  Bill Fairnington and David Middleton.
Footpaths Secretary.  Steven Dixon.
Walks Co-ordinator.  Bill Fairnington.
Social Organiser, Val Moat
Honorary co -opted member, Stan Rodham
Co -opted member Audrey Watson.

The Committee consists of Chairperson Irene Bell, Secretary Bryan Stout, Treasurer Bob Moat, Footpaths Secretary Steven
Dixon, Walks Co-ordinator Bill Fairnington, Social Organiser Val Moat, and co -opted members Audrey Watson and Stan
Rodham.
Any CLS Club member can attend a Committee meeting but has no voting rights.

The Social Committee consists of   Chris Leach and Val Moat and Rhoda Brown.

The Meeting closed at 9.00 pm.


